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Current Situation and Challenges of International Ferry (RORO) Routes
: The UK—Japan Comparison and the Case of Japan’s Mid- and Long-Term Port Policy
“PORT2030”
Masafumi ISODA

Yasuda Women’s University

This paper examines the factors behind the limited development of international ferry (RORO) routes in Japan
through a comparison with the United Kingdom. While RORO transport functions as part of the logistics network as
a form of short-sea shipping in the UK, Japanese port policy has been developed as a growth strategy centered on
container logistics. By focusing on Japan’s mid- and long-term port policy “PORT2030,” this paper argues that the
limited compatibility between growth-oriented port policy and international ferry routes has constrained their

development, and discusses the resulting policy challenges.
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