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International Human Resources in Local Communities:
A Case Study of International Students

Yuki SUZAKI
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Culture Studies

Japan is facing the challenge of both economic and regional decline due to a dwindling population, and foreign
nationals are expected to play an active role as a way to mitigate this. Given this background, this paper aims to
elucidate the process of value creation from international human resources as they contribute to the
internationalization and revitalization of their local communities from the dual perspectives of trade and international
business as well as services. With regards to trade and international business, this study clarifies the process by which
international human resources can lead to the internationalization and revitalization of their local businesses, based
on the theories of Global platforms and ecosystems and Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). With regards to services,
this study seeks to clarify two points that deal with value creation's contribution to regional revitalization based on
the Service-Dominant Logic of how value is created and how the created value is positioned. These are analyzed
using examples of efforts to revitalize communities carried out by international students.

The findings suggest that in creating value that contributes to the internationalization and revitalization of regions,
it is important to focus on the space and time needed for value creation, and for educational institutions and local
governments to work together in creating a platform for these improvements to the region, and then supporting the
creation of value on the platform. They also suggest that the value created by international human resources will
contribute to the formation of a foundation for FDI, which will further bolster the internationalization and

revitalization of local businesses as well.

Keywords: International Business, Foreign Direct Investment, Regional Revitalization, Service-Dominant Logic,
International students
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