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A structural reform for export and import procedures and related infrastructure

Yoshiaki Hirata

International Logistics Advisor

This study focuses on the practical measures to promote further improvement of import/export related procedures and
infrastructure structural reform for the purpose of increasing sales of exports and reducing import related cost in Japan.
There have been recommendations proposed under the leadership of the Keidanren, the Japan Busines Federation,
to improve the efficiency of export/import procedures as well as port terminal operations, resulting in new reform
measures such as the introduction of AEO (Authorized Economic Operators). However, under the present rapidly
changing situation, it is not necessarily clear whether these measures meet the actual needs of the companies concerned.

Further structural reform is now required.
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takes to move standard cargo from the factory gate to the ship in 126 countries. On average, each additional day that a product
is delayed prior to being shipped reduces trade by at least 1 percent.
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