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Issues and Prospects of Studies on Environmental Goods

Michihiro HINO
Faculty of Law, Economics and Humanities, Kagoshima University

This study discusses issues and prospects of studies on Environmental Goods (EGs). EGs are "goods with low
environmental load and goods necessary for environmental measures”" and are the embodiment of environmental
technology. Specific items can be pointed out, such as eco-friendly appliances and solar panels. Stimulating
international trade in EGs of this nature can be expected to lead to the international diffusion of environmental
technologies. Of course, in doing so, it would be possible to achieve higher environmental benefits if we could promote
internationally those that are only distributed in some regions and countries, rather than those that are already
distributed internationally. Thus, trade in EGs is a practical environmental improvement approach that aims to realize
environmental benefits through free economic activities and contributes to the sustainable development.

In recent years, research on EGs has produced increasing results both at home and abroad. Although the field is still
in its infancy, it is still developing, and more and more research results are expected to be published in the future. This
study discusses issues and prospects of studies on EGs in order to help graduates to understand the significance of EGs

research.
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