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Prospects of Improving Modal Shift:
Focus on Certified “Eco-Rail Mark™ and “Eco-Ship Mark™ Products

Gen NAGATA
Department of Management and Information, Toyama College

In recent discussions about creating a more sustainable transport system, the term “modal shift”” has emerged, which
refers to a change from one form of transportation to another. In Japan, “Eco-rail mark™ (a company that contributes
to environmental measures through rail transportation) and “Eco-ship mark™ (a company that contributes to
environmental measures through sea transportation) are designations supported by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure,
and Transport for certifying activities related to modal shift. While some studies have reported issues, such as
temperature control, in promoting modal shift, others have investigated the products themselves in more detail. Thus,
this study clarifies the characteristics and discusses the commonalities/differences of certified “Eco-rail mark” and
“Eco-ship mark” products. Based on the findings, various products have been modally shifted by rail and ship,
including those that require attention to vibration and temperature control. Among these cases, activities linked to
imports and exports were also recognized. Moreover, the series of interviews with related organizations revealed the
background for the temperature control of pharmaceuticals, indicating the possibility of transporting such products by
rail and ship.

Keywords: Modal Shift, Eco-rail Mark, Eco-ship Mark, Pharmaceuticals
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