FOB R S AR OB £ LT 0% SO
Reconsideration of the Self-sufficiency Rate of Food:

Examination of the Validity of a Policy Indicator for the International Trade Policy
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Abstract

This paper analyses the problems regarding caloulatf the food self-sufficiency ratio,
based on historically adopted rates, which werel @seindicators and policy goals in Japan.
Estimation of the food loss revealed a greater 2% gap between supply and demand of
food. This was due to the food self-sufficiencyioabeing calculated without demand
statistics. Using the author’s estimation, it cae toncluded that the current food
self-sufficiency ratio is undesirable for develapirpolicy objectives to be used in
international trade. A need for developing moreorgus statistics standards is also

emphasized.
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